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SOUTH AFRICA PRE-DEPARTURE INFORMATION 

 
Time Zone 
GMT + 2 Hours 
One hour ahead of Central European Winter Time 
Seven hours ahead of Eastern Standard Winter Time, USA 
 
Situation 
The Republic of South Africa occupies 472 659 square miles at the southernmost tip of the 
African continent, stretching from the Limpopo River in the north to Cape Agulhas in the 
south. It is five times the size of Britain, twice as big as France and about one-eighth the size 
of the United States of America. The west coast borders the Atlantic Ocean, while the eastern 
coastline runs along the Indian Ocean. To the north South Africa borders Namibia, Botswana 
and Zimbabwe with Mozambique and Swaziland in the northeast. 
 
Languages 
Besides the 11 officially recognized languages, there are scores of others, because South Africa 
is the crossroads of southern Africa. The official languages are Afrikaans, English, Ndebele, 
North Sotho, South Sotho, Swati, Tsonga, Tswana, Venda, Xhosa and Zulu. This multi-cultural 
background has peppered the speech with some colourful idioms - most of which come from 
one or more of the many African languages. Most South Africans do speak English - even if 
not at home, so the international visitor should have very little trouble communicating. 
 
Religion 
Almost 80% of South Africa's population adheres to the Christian faith. Other major religious 
groups are the Hindus, Muslims and Jews. A minority of South Africa's population does not 
belong to any of the major religions but regard themselves as traditionalists or of no specific 
religious affiliation. Freedom of worship is guaranteed by the Constitution, and official policy 
is one of non-interference in religious practices. 
 
The People 
The South African population consists of the following groups: the Nguni people (including 
the Zulu, Xhosa and Swazi), who account for two-thirds of the population; the Sotho-Tswana 
people, who include the  Southern, Northern and Western Sotho (Tswana); the Tsonga; the 
Venda; Afrikaners; English; coloureds; Indians, and people who have immigrated to South 
Africa from the rest of Africa, Europe and Asia and who maintain a strong cultural identity. A 
few members of the Khoi and the San also live in South Africa. 
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Dining and Entertainment 
These facilities are superb in South Africa. You can choose from international standard cuisine 
in top hotels or try one of the smaller bistro restaurants found all over the country. Bars and 
pubs are found in most hotels and restaurants. 
 
Climate 
The subtropical location, on either side of 30�S, accounts for the warm temperate conditions 
so typical of South Africa, making it a popular destination for foreign tourists. The country also 
falls squarely within the subtropical belt of high pressure, making it dry, with an abundance 
of sunshine. The wide expanses of ocean on three sides of South Africa have a moderating 
influence on its climate. More apparent, however, are the effects of the warm Agulhas and 
cold Benguela currents along the east and west coasts respectively. While Durban (east coast) 
and Port Nolloth (west coast) lie more or less on the same latitude, there is a difference of at 
least 6�C in their mean annual temperatures (with Durban being the warmer one!) Gale-force 
winds are frequent on the coasts, especially in the south-western (Cape Town!) and southern 
coastal areas. 
  
Seasons in South Africa 
Spring:  September - October  
Summer: November - March  
Autumn: April - May 
Winter: June - August 
 
January to March is the peak of summer and the rainfall season in most of the country. Days 
are normally warm with afternoon cloud build up and possible showers although these are 
usually short-lived. Wildlife can disperse during this time in search of new grazing. 
 
During April to May, morning temperatures start to drop, and the evenings are cooler. Rainfall 
is limited and as the free-standing waters dry out, wildlife starts to congregate more at 
perennial water sources. 
 
The early part of June is very cold in the mornings and evenings, occasionally even dropping 
below zero, and winter lasts until August. Days are normally sunny and pleasant with 
occasional cold snaps, and windy spells towards the end of this period. Game viewing can be 
excellent in the dry winter months in some areas. 
The Cape can experience lovely sunny but cool weather during this period. It is also the rainy 
season in the Cape so some days can be quite wet and windy. 
 
Spring starts in September with all the vegetation coming into leaf and days are much 
warmer with the occasional cool evening and morning. 
 
From October we experience very warm sunny days with warm evenings. Some rains are 
experienced sporadically, though larger showers can be expected usually only around 
December. Wildlife sightings can vary depending how early the rains have started. 
 
  



	

T +27 11 781 9210 | EMERGENCY T +27 82 856 1937 
JOURNEY@JOURNEYBEYOND.TRAVEL | WWW.JOURNEYBEYOND.TRAVEL 

Weather in South Africa 
 
Cape Town 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Temperature (Fahrenheit) 
High 77 78 76 72 67 64 62 63 65 69 72 75 
Low 63 63 60 56 52 48 47 48 51 54 58 61 
Temperature (Celsius) 
High 25 25 24 22 19 17 16 17 18 20 22 23 
Low 17 17 15 13 11 8 8 8 10 12 14 16 
Rainfall 
mm 15 17 20 41 69 93 82 77 40 30 14 17 
Precipitation Days 
Days 6 5 6 9 12 13 14 13 11 9 7 7 
Morning Humidity 
Percent 83 86 88 90 90 88 89 89 88 85 84 85 
Evening Humidity 
Percent 60 60 63 67 69 70 70 67 65 63 61 60 

 
Johannesburg 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Temperature (Fahrenheit) 
High 77 75 74 69 66 60 61 65 71 73 74 76 
Low 60 59 58 53 48 42 42 46 51 54 56 59 
Temperature (Celsius) 
High 25 23 23 20 18 15 16 18 21 22 23 24 
Low 15 15 14 11 8 5 5 7 10 12 13 15 
Rainfall 
mm 112 96 74 61 23 8 8 5 3 69 117 109 
Inches 4.9 3.8 3.3 2.1 0.7 0.3 0 0 1.1 2.9 4.7 4.3 
cm 12.0 9.0 8.0 5.0 1.0 0.6 0 0 2.0 7.0 11.0 10.0 
Precipitation Days 
Percent 85 88 85 80 70 70 68 66 68 77 82 84 
Morning Humidity 
Percent 83 86 88 90 90 88 89 89 88 85 84 85 
Evening Humidity 
Percent 52 54 53 47 38 38 34 32 34 42 49 51 
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Skukuza (relevant for the Kruger national Park and adjacent private game reserves) 
 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Temperature (Fahrenheit) 
High 91 90 88 84 82 79 79 81 84 86 88 90 
Low 70 68 66 59 50 43 43 48 55 61 64 68 
Temperature (Celsius) 
High 33 32 31 29 28 26 26 27 29 30 31 32 
Low 21 20 19 15 10 6 6 9 13 16 18 20 
Rainfall 
mm 104 120 82 72 57 40 75 40 86 44 57 98 
Precipitation Days 
Percent 9 9 9 6 3 2 2 2 3 7 10 10 

 
Madikwe (approximate figures) 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Temperature (Fahrenheit) 
High 90 90 86 82 75 73 73 79 88 91 91 90 
Low 68 66 63 55 48 39 41 46 59 63 64 64 
Temperature (Celsius) 
High 32 32 30 28 24 23 23 26 31 33 33 32 
Low 20 19 17 13 9 4 5 8 15 17 18 18 
Precipitation Days 
Inches 5.6 3.2 2.9 1.2 0.3 0.3 0 0 0.2 0.2 2.3 2.8 
mm 143 82 74 30 8.3 7.5 1 0.9 5.8 5.8 58 71 

 
Public Holidays 
The dates of certain public holidays change from year to year. Generally, if a public holiday 
falls on a Sunday, the Monday is also declared a holiday. 
 

01 January New Year’s Day 
21 March Human Rights Day 
Varies Good Friday 
Varies Easter Monday 
27 April Freedom Day 
01 May Labour Day 
16 June Youth Day 
09 August National Woman’s Day 
24 September Heritage Day 
16 December Day of Reconciliation 
25 December Christmas Day 
26 December Day of Goodwill 
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Drones in Africa 
In many African countries, a drone permit as well as approval to operate the drone from the 
local Aviation Authority is required for recreational drone use. 
 
The use of drones or camera drones are strictly prohibited in the following areas: 
• within 3km of airports or in areas where aircraft are operating, 
• over wildlife reserves or national parks, 
• hotels, lodges and campsites, 
• over people or large crowds, 
• roads and moving traffic, 
• any sensitive areas including government or military facilities. 
 
IMPORTANT – PASSPORT REQUIREMENT 
Please note visitors travelling to Africa must have a MINIMUM of two blank/empty (non-
endorsement) VISA pages in your passport per each country visited. Passports must be valid 
for six months after intended departure. Foreign passport holders who do not comply with 
these requirements will either be stopped from boarding the aircraft at point of departure or 
risk deportation on arrival in Africa. 
 
Visas 
All visitors to South Africa must hold a passport that is valid for at least 6 months except those 
with United Nations travel documents. Visitors must also have outgoing travel documents 
and sufficient funds to finance their stay. It is the responsibility of each individual to confirm 
with their respective Consulates concerning visa entry requirements. Please ensure that you 
have all the necessary visas prior to departure (unless available upon entry). Journey Beyond, 
nor any of its agents, can be held responsible for any errors in this regard. 
 
Visitors to South Africa with foreign passports who do not comply with these requirements 
will either be stopped from boarding their aircraft at their point of departure or risk 
deportation on arrival in South Africa. 
 
Minors travelling through South Africa 
An Unabridged Birth Certificate is a birth certificate containing information on both biological 
parents or legal guardians. 
 
ALL minors (children under 18) travelling through the borders of Botswana and/or Namibia 
and/or South Africa must produce either original versions, or certified / notarised copies of 
unabridged birth certificates in addition to their valid passports. 
 
If one parent is not travelling with the child, a certified / notarised affidavit (signed by both 
parents) consenting to such travel should be presented. Alternatively, a certified copy of the 
parent’s death certificate will be required if applicable. 
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Where an Unabridged Birth Certificate is in any language other than English, it must be 
accompanied by a certified / notarised translation issued by a competent authority in the 
home country. 
 
It is the responsibility of the traveller to ensure that all children under the age of 18 have the 
correct documents. This law is being enforced by airlines and immigration officials and 
noncompliance will result in travellers being denied boarding of the aircraft in their home 
country. 
 
Currency 
The monetary unit in South Africa is the Rand (R) = 100 cents, with the international symbol 
being ZAR. Bank notes are issued in denominations of R200, R100, R50, R20 and R10. Coins 
are 5c, 10c, 20c, and 50c, R1, R2 and R5. 
 
Credit Cards 
All major credit cards can be used in South Africa, with American Express and Diners Club 
enjoying less universal acceptance than MasterCard and Visa. In some small towns, you may 
find you'll need to use cash. You can pay road tolls with Master or Visa cards. You may also be 
able to use your debit card to pay for fuel, but it would vary from service station to service 
station so do not bank on this. Cultural sites and community art and craft outlets usually only 
accept cash. 
 
Banks 
South African banks can accommodate all international transactions and are situated 
throughout the country. Banks are open Monday to Friday from 09h00 to 15h30 and on 
Saturdays from 08h30 to 11h00. Auto Teller Machines (ATM’s) are available in most towns and 
cities and offer a 24-hour service. Commercial banks are conveniently located at all airports 
 
Value Added Tax 
The VAT rate is 15% and is levied on most products and services. To qualify for a VAT refund, 
visitors must be in possession of a valid passport, valid tax invoices and must produce the 
goods purchased. Please note that a receipt stating “for information only” is not accepted by 
the VAT authorities. The document must stipulate that it is a VAT invoice and show the 
amount charged. Goods are also not to be utilised/consumed whilst in South Africa and must 
be in original packaging. 
 
Only claims where the value of the goods exported at one time exceed ZAR 250.00 or more 
will be considered for a VAT refund. The ZAR 250.00 relates to the total value of all the invoices 
submitted and is not a minimum value per invoice. Additional and more detailed information 
can be obtained on the tax refund website www.taxrefunds.co.za. 
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Shopping 
The obvious first choice would be arts and crafts. You'll find fantastic pots, basket ware, 
beadwork and carvings all over the country. Wire sculptures are a feature of the streets of all 
the cities, but this art is best represented in the Eastern Cape, near the town of Cradock. 
 
South Africa’s sophisticated clothing industry manufactures garments ranging from high 
fashion to well-made safari clothing and sportswear, all of which are reasonably priced. There 
is no better place to buy the essential safari gear before you head off into the bush. Another 
wonderful buy is colourful African cloth, which you can have made up into contemporary or 
traditional garments. In South Africa you'll find street stalls offering the most unlikely goods, 
and the one memory you will almost certainly take home with you is the incredibly vibrant 
trade which is conducted on the side of the highways and at traffic lights (almost every town 
has its little craft markets, and there are also some special ones). 
 
Electricity 
Throughout South Africa the standard power source is 220 volts AC. For most foreign 
appliances it is best to purchase an adaptor – at top hotels and safari lodges these are usually 
provided. Large three-pronged South African plugs are generally used. 
 
Many safari camps operate on either solar lighting (backed up by batteries) or on generators 
for approximately 6 - 7 hours per day (usually while guests are out on safari activities). 
Depending on the choice of lodge / camp, plug points can be found in the rooms. The plug 
points can be used to charge batteries and sleep apnoea machines, 
  
however, are not suitable for hairdryers. Where there are no plug points in the rooms, facilities 
for charging batteries are available in the main area of the lodge / camp. It is advisable to 
always bring a spare battery. 
 
Mobile Phones/Telecommunications 
South Africa has a sophisticated telecommunications network. International dialling and 
electronic mail facilities are widely available.  Phone cards and cellular phones are readily 
available.  International dialling codes can be found in the front section of South African 
telephone directories. Cellular phone networks cover most urban areas and the road network. 
Please ensure your phone has roaming capability as this needs to be organized through your 
service provider in your home country before departure to Africa. 
 
Tipping 
Service staff in Africa depends on tips as part of their livelihood. However, we recommend that 
tipping be based on the quality of service provided. As a guideline, hotel porters get about 
USD 1.00 per bag carried each way. Restaurant staff and bar waiters might be tipped at 10% - 
15% of the value of the meals or beverages purchased. Groups of 8 or more guests may be 
charged compulsory gratuities of 15 percent. 
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A guideline to voluntary tipping at lodges in South Africa is as follows: 
Hotel: ZAR 80.00 to ZAR 155.00 per room per night 
Restaurant and bar staff at 10 to 15% of the value of the drinks and/or meals Private Tours ZAR 
155.00 per guest per day for a private guide 
Guides: ZAR 140.00 per guest per night 
Tracker: ZAR 85.00 per guest per night (not all camps have a guide / tracker team)  
Butler: ZAR 85.00 per guest per night (not all camps have butlers) 
General staff: ZAR 140.00 per guest per day, and this should be handed into the communal 
tipping box, usually found in the Reception area. 
 
Safety Precautions/Drinking Water 
As in most countries in the world, travellers are advised to take the necessary safety 
precautions. Do not walk alone in unpopulated streets after dark or draw unnecessary 
attention to money or jewellery on your person. 
 
High-quality tap (faucet) water is available almost everywhere in South Africa, treated to be 
free of harmful micro- organisms and in any area other than informal or shack settlements, is 
both palatable and safe to drink straight from the tap. In some areas, the water is mineral-
rich, and you may experience a bit of gastric distress for a day or two until you get used to it. 
Bottled mineral water, both sparkling and still, is readily available in most places. Drinking 
water straight from rivers and streams could put you at risk of waterborne diseases – 
especially downstream of human settlements. The water in mountain streams, however, is 
usually pure and wonderful. In the Cape, particularly, the water contains humic acid, which 
stains it the colour of diluted Coca-Cola – this is absolutely harmless. You may also find this 
colouring in tap water in some other areas, but again, this is harmless. 
 
Health Precautions 
No vaccinations or inoculations are required. If, however, you have travelled through a yellow 
fever-endemic area prior to your arrival in South Africa, a vaccination will be required (a yellow 
fever inoculation certificate only becomes valid 10 days after inoculation). Some medical 
practitioners advise their patients to have hepatitis A, anti- tetanus or cholera inoculations. 
This is not necessary but it's a reasonable precaution for travelling in any part of the world. 
Insist on the oral cholera vaccination as the older, injectable one no longer works.  It is 
recommended that you have the required inoculations four to six weeks before you travel to 
South Africa. Hepatitis B inoculations are recommended for children up to the age of 12 who 
have not completed the series of injections as infants. 
 
Compared to the rest of Africa, South Africa is not a risky place to visit from a health 
perspective. However, it is a malaria area in parts of Mpumalanga, Limpopo and KwaZulu 
Natal. Despite this, there are certain precautions visitors should take although there are no 
legal requirements for taking these precautions. Please consult your Doctor prior to your 
safari for information and advice on the use of anti-malaria medication. There are many types 
of prophylactics available on the market and your Medical Practitioner will assist in finding 
one that is right for you. Remember to complete your prophylactic course - especially after 
leaving a malaria area. 
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Medical Care 
Medical services in South Africa are readily available. Medicine may be purchased at 
pharmacies and emergency pharmacies are open at night. 
 
Insurance 
All guests must take out comprehensive travel insurance covering them for personal effects, 
accident, medical and emergency travel expenses, cancellation and curtailment. As most 
safari lodges consist only of 6 to 12 rooms, cancellation fees are strictly applied, and you need 
to be covered for cancellation and possible curtailment. 
 
Driving in South Africa 
The road infrastructure is mostly excellent. Many of the national roads between the major 
centres are toll roads. One can pay either with credit card or cash (ZAR) at the toll points. While 
most national roads are tarred and in good condition, the more rural the road, the more likely 
it is to be potholed and poorly surfaced. Driving is a viable option, but nee careful planning as 
South Africa is a huge country, not easily traversed in a day. 
 
All signposts are written in English. When asking for directions, you may be surprised to get 
the response "turn left at the next robot ..." – a 'robot' is the South African term for traffic lights. 
Petrol/filling stations are mostly open 24 hours and spread along all the routes. They are not 
self-help and are manned by attendants who can also check oil, water and tyre pressure if 
required. Gratuities for this service are at your own discretion. Many of these petrol stations 
have restaurants and restrooms – useful to freshen-up on the long drives. 
 
The general speed limit on national highways, urban freeways and other major routes is 120 
km/h (75 mph). On secondary (rural) roads it is 100 km/h (60 mph). In built-up areas it is usually 
60 km/h (35 mph) unless otherwise indicated. 
 
An International Driver's Permit carried in conjunction with your national driving licence is 
recommended and must be printed or authenticated in English. If your licence does not have 
a photograph on it, then you must also carry your passport with you so that you can be 
identified as the legal holder of the driving licence. 
 
In South Africa we drive on the left-hand side of the road, and cars are right-hand drive 
vehicles. Keep to the left and pass right. All distances, speed limits (and speedometers) are in 
kilometres. There are strict drinking and driving laws – with a maximum allowable alcohol 
blood content of 0.05%. Translated that means about one glass of wine for the average 
woman and perhaps 1.5 or 2 for the average or large man. Four-way-stops are commonly 
found at the quieter intersections – the first vehicle to arrive has priority. On roundabouts, give 
way to the right, although this is often overlooked, and it is wise to proceed with caution. 
Wearing of seat belts is compulsory. All occupants of a vehicle are required to wear seatbelts 
whilst travelling – if you are caught without you will be subject to a fine. Using hand-held 
phones while driving is against the law. 
 
HAVE A SAFE JOURNEY!! 
	


