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MALAWI PRE-DEPARTURE INFORMATION 
 

 
Time Zone 
GMT + 2 Hours 
One hour ahead of Central European Winter Time 
Seven hours ahead of Eastern Standard Winter Time, USA 
 
Situation 
The Republic of Malawi is a landlocked country in south east Africa. Formerly known as 
Nyasaland, this country is bordered by Zambia to the northwest, Tanzania to the northeast 
and Mozambique on the east, south and west. 
 
Malawi is among the smallest countries in Africa and Lake Malawi takes up about a third of 
the country’s surface area. 
 
Languages 
The official language is English. A number of indigenous languages are also spoken. The most 
common is Chewa (or Chichewa). Local languages can be summarized as follows: Chichewa 
57.2% (official), Chinyanja 12.8%, Chiyao 10.1%, Chitumbuka 9.5%, Chiwemba 2.7%, Chitonga 
1.7%, Others 3.6%. (1998) 
 
Religion 
The predominant religion is Protestant, followed by Roman Catholic and Muslim. Indigenous 
and other beliefs are in the minority. Christian 80%, Islam 13%, none 4% (1998) – Islam is 
however growing rapidly in Malawi. Malawi allows religious freedom and shows great 
tolerance of all religious groups. 
 
The People 
With a population of approximately 14 million, Malawi is one of the more densely peopled 
countries of this part of Africa. Most of the population is rural (85%) living in fascinating 
traditional villages. The largest town is Blantyre, followed by the capital city of Lilongwe in the 
central region. 
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Gay Travel 
Homosexuality in Malawi is still considered illegal with no age of consent set. The country is 
conservative and holds strong traditional social values, some of which have been highlighted 
in the 2010/2011 internationally covered court cases where local Malawian gay couples were 
due to face severe sentences for homosexuality – the case was dismissed after a presidential 
pardon was granted at the requested of the United Nations. It is however not uncommon for 
gay and lesbian travellers to visit Malawi without encountering any problems by exercising a 
degree of discretion. Common sense and courtesy prevail – the bulk of properties we use in 
our itineraries are professional establishments and have trained staff to cater for all guests. 
 
Climate 
For most people the dry (winter) season is most attractive (i.e. April / May to October / 
November). The chance of rain is slim, daytime temperatures are generally pleasant (in the 
20s Celsius) and the low vegetation and limited availability of water mean that game viewing 
is at its best. However, some of the best birdwatching can be had from November to April and 
the orchids of Nyika are best seen from December to March/April. Malawi's temperatures are 
moderated by altitude. In the hottest month (usually November) maximum temperatures will 
be around 30°C. In the coldest month (probably July) maximum temperatures will be in the 
low 20’s. On the uplands (e.g. Zomba, Nyika and Viphya) it can be quite cold at night. The 
hottest area, all year, is that at the lowest altitude - the Lower Shire Valley. Rainfall is extremely 
rare in the dry season and even in the so-called wet season, the rains are usually short-lived 
storms, as is typical of the tropics, and at no time does the climate seriously inhibit the 
traveller. Around the country, rainfall varies, with the highlands causing the highest figures. 
 
 
Weather Lilongwe 
 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Temperature (Fahrenheit) 
High 80 80 80 80 78 75 75 78 82 86 86 82 
Low 63 63 62 57 50 45 43 46 52 58 62 64 
Temperature (Celsius) 
High 26 26 26 26 25 23 23 25 27 30 30 27 
Low 17 17 16 13 10 7 6 7 11 14 16 17 
Rainfall 
in 8 8.3 5.3 1.5 0.2 0.1 0 0.1 0.2 0.2 3 6.7 
mm 200 210 130 30 0 0 0 0 0 0 70 170 
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Public Holidays 
The dates of certain public holidays change from year to year. Generally, if a public holiday 
falls on a Sunday, the Monday is also declared a holiday. 
 

01 January New Year’s Day 
15 January John Chilembwe Day 
03 March Martyrs’ Day 
Varies Good Friday 
Varies Easter Monday 
01 May Labour Day 
14 May President Kamuzu Banda’s Birthday 
Varies Eid al-Fitr 
06 July Independence Day 
15 October Mother’s Day 
25 December Christmas Day 
26 December Boxing Day 

 
Drones in Africa 
In many African countries, a drone permit as well as approval to operate the drone from the 
local Aviation Authority is required for recreational drone use. 
 
The use of drones or camera drones are strictly prohibited in the following areas: 
• within 3km of airports or in areas where aircraft are operating, 
• over wildlife reserves or national parks, 
• hotels, lodges and campsites, 
• over people or large crowds, 
• roads and moving traffic, 
• any sensitive areas including government or military facilities. 
 
Visas 
All visitors to Malawi must hold a passport that is valid for at least 6 months except those 
with United Nations travel documents. Visitors must also have outgoing travel documents 
and sufficient funds to finance their stay. It is the responsibility of each individual to confirm 
with their respective Consulates concerning visa entry requirements. Please ensure that you 
have all the necessary visas prior to departure (unless available upon entry). Journey Beyond, 
nor any of its agents, can be held responsible for any errors in this regard. 
 
IMPORTANT – PASSPORT REQUIREMENT 
Please note visitors travelling to Africa must have a MINIMUM of two blank/empty (non-
endorsement) VISA pages in your passport per each country visited. Passports must be 
valid for six months after intended departure. Foreign passport holders who do not comply 
with these requirements will either be stopped from boarding the aircraft at point of 
departure or risk deportation on arrival in Africa. 
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Currency 
Malawi’s unit of currency is the Kwacha. Travellers Cheques or foreign (hard) currency notes 
are widely accepted. If using dollars to pay for your tours and accommodation, please be 
aware that $1 bills will not be accepted or exchanged; the minimum domination able to be 
changed is $5. 
 
If bringing money, US Dollars are accepted in most places and are required for Immigration 
Visas and other taxes. Be sure to bring the new style bank notes (2006 and newer) with 
"large presidents heads" – small heads are not accepted anywhere in Malawi. We strongly 
recommend having a good mix of smaller denominations as change can be hard to find 
when making payments and these can also be useful for any gratuities you may wish to pay 
staff during your stay. 
 
Credit Cards and Debit Cards 
Malawi has made great improvements in credit card processing in recent years. A number 
of major banks accept Visa and MasterCard transactions through their ATM network across 
the country. Lodges, hotels and tour operators accept credit cards however guests can 
expect to pay anything up to 8% in service fees when settling accounts using credit cards. 
Cultural sites and community art and craft outlets usually only accept cash. 
 
Debit cards are not accepted as a form of payment. 
 
Banks 
Banks in the towns are open Monday to Friday from 08h00 – 15h00. Mobile banks operate 
along the lakeshore and in more remote areas (check days/times locally). 
 
Shopping 
Small supermarkets are found in towns and larger villages. Large supermarkets and 
European style shops are almost exclusively found in Blantyre and Lilongwe. Markets and 
roadside vendors are popular with travellers and generally sell excellent wood carvings, 
straw goods and work by local artists. Bargaining is expected at the markets. 
 
Electricity 
Malawian electricity is 220/230 volts AC running at 50Hz. The plug type used is the square 
bayonet 3 pin style (like UK). Please remember that most of the more remote camps and 
lodges will not run off mains electricity but will use generators. This means that recharging 
batteries etc may not always be possible. Please travel with spare batteries. Malawi does 
suffer from erratic power supplies and guests visiting the country can expect power load 
shedding and cuts to major cities which can last for several hours. 
 
Depending on the choice of lodge / camp, plug points can be found in the rooms. The plug 
points can be used to charge batteries and sleep apnoea machines, however are not 
suitable for hairdryers. Where there are no plug points in the rooms, facilities for charging 
batteries are available in the main area of the lodge / camp. 
  



	

T +27 11 781 9210 | EMERGENCY T +27 82 856 1937 
JOURNEY@JOURNEYBEYOND.TRAVEL | WWW.JOURNEYBEYOND.TRAVEL 

Mobile Phones / Telecommunications 
There is an extensive telephone network with one fixed-line operator and three cellular 
networks (TNM, Access and Airtel). Malawi has a GSM cellular network and most general 
dealers sell phone cards. Roaming services are available but will vary depending on 
agreements between international and local service providers. 
International dialling code: +265 
 
Internet cafes are available in the main cities with wireless broadband connections available 
in major hotels, airports and select restaurants using scratch cards or through hotel rooms 
and business centres. Recently cellular telephone service providers offer internet access on 
roaming contracts. 
 
Wi-Fi is becoming popular in the camps / lodges. Depending on the accommodation 
chosen, Wi-Fi can sometimes be found either in the rooms or in designated areas. 
 
Tipping 
Service staff in Africa depends on tips as part of their livelihood. However, we recommend 
that tipping be based on the quality of service provided. As a guideline, hotel porters get 
about USD 1.00 per bag carried each way. Restaurant staff and bar waiters might be tipped 
at 10% - 15% of the value of the meals or beverages purchased. 
 
A guideline to voluntary tipping at lodges in Malawi is as follows: 
Guides: USD 12.00 per guest per night 
Butler: USD 8.00 per guest per night (not all camps have butlers) 
General staff: USD 12.00 per guest per day, and this should be handed into the communal 
tipping box, usually found in the Reception area. 
 
Safety Precautions/Drinking Water 
Malawi is a safe country. However, as in most countries in the world, travellers are advised to 
take the necessary safety precautions. Do not walk alone in unpopulated streets after dark 
or draw unnecessary attention to money or jewellery on your person. 
 
Bottled water is available in most tourist centres. Filtered water is available at most camps / 
lodges and shops offer bottled water. We would like to stress the importance of drinking at 
least 2 to 3 litres of water per day whilst on safari as dehydration can occur quickly, especially 
in the summer months. 
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Health Precautions 
Please consult your physician or travel advisory centre. Malawi requires no inoculations 
other than for visitors from Yellow Fever areas. Malawi is however a malaria area - please 
consult your Doctor prior to your safari for information and advice on the use of anti-malaria 
medication. There are many types of prophylactics available on the market and your Medical 
Practitioner will assist in finding one that is right for you. Remember to complete your 
prophylactic course – especially after leaving a malaria area 
 
There is a small risk of contracting bilharzia if bathing in Lake Malawi but this is negligible 
near the main beach hotels and islands. The infection is relatively easily treated once 
diagnosed and should not keep visitors out of the water! 
 
Medical Care 
The medical facilities are basic, and an evacuation may be needed for more serious ailments 
that cannot be treated locally. 

Insurance 
All guests must take out comprehensive travel insurance covering them for personal effects, 
accident, medical and emergency travel expenses, cancellation and curtailment. As most 
safari lodges consist only of 6 to 12 rooms, cancellation fees are strictly applied, and you need 
to be covered for cancellation and possible curtailment. 
 
HAVE A SAFE JOURNEY!! 
	


