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PHOTOGRAPHIC SAFARIS 
 
People always like to bring something back from their travels. In the case of African 
safaris, it used to be wildlife trophies but fortunately this is no longer the case. Instead, 
the emphasis is now very much on taking photographs. Every African holiday offers 
incredible photographic opportunities: with its unique landscapes, prolific wildlife, 
authentic cultures and saturated colours, there is no continent more photogenic than 
Africa. 

 Advances in digital camera technology (and smartphones) mean that even amateur 
photographers can capture incredible African images. Digital photography is now 
indistinguishable from film in terms of the results, but it is a much more convenient process. 
No more fiddling about with rolls of film – or running out at exactly the wrong moment. 
There’s no need to wait for your prints to be processed, and minor imperfections can be fixed 
with sophisticated but user-friendly photo-editing software. Digital images are also easy to 
share – especially on social media. 
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Whatever you prefer to focus on, you’ll find fascinating subjects right across Africa. From the 
dunes of Namibia to the street life of Johannesburg, big cats in the Sabi Sands or Botswana’s 
Okavango Delta, or traditionally dressed Maasai in Kenya. 

Safari camp operators have responded to the increasing popularity of photography by 
ensuring that guest accommodation is equipped with multiple adaptors for charging 
equipment between game drives, and vehicles and boats are kitted out with bean bags, 
camera mounts and tripods. Some lodges even offer temporary loans of sophisticated camera 
equipment and binoculars to their guests. Many safari guides are keen photographers 
themselves, and well-schooled in how to position their vehicles to help their guests make the 
most of the light and get the best possible images. 
 
There has been a natural evolution towards specialist photographic safaris, and at Journey 
Beyond, we have excellent relationships with some of Africa’s most renowned wildlife 
photographers. Travelling with an expert lets you benefit not just from their local knowledge 
and ability to find animals, but you’ll also learn more about how to get the best results from 
your photographic equipment. 
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Specialist photographic guides have a passion for capturing the perfect picture – and for 
helping you do the same. Gain the confidence to switch from the auto setting on your camera 
and experiment with speed, aperture and exposure as you take your photography to the next 
level. 

 
Photographic safaris fall into two main types: workshop-type holidays based at a single safari 
camp, or trips that travel across one or more countries in the company of an expert. Whatever 
level you’re at in terms of your photography, there is always more to learn, and Africa is the 
most inspiring classroom you can possibly imagine. 
 
Before you travel, we can advise you on what to bring – and what to leave behind. Just like 
packing for any other African trip, preparing for a photographic safari might require some 
compromise between weight and usefulness, but photographic safari operators will start 
providing you with helpful advice before you arrive in Africa. Our years of experience in 
creating safari itineraries optimised for photography mean that we’re ideally placed to advise 
you on all aspects of your trip. We also have a number of excellent local contacts for camera 
and lens rental: rather than have to deal with the extra weight and worry of transporting your 
own gear to Africa (or if you don’t have the right lenses for wildlife photography), you can 
collect rental equipment when you arrive, and return it before you leave Africa. The images, 
of course, are yours to keep! 
 
With inspiring subjects and hands-on tuition, a photographic safari is the best possible way 
to get images of Africa that you’ll want to look at again and again. Talk to Journey Beyond 
today and we’ll help put you in the frame to take the pictures you’ve always dreamed of. 
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