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FAMILY TRAVEL 
 
In recent years, we’ve seen a huge upturn in family and multigenerational travel to Africa. 
As a result, the range of options available to families has increased dramatically, and 
safaris are now among the most family-friendly vacations there are. They work equally 
well as standalone experiences, or in combination with city experiences (Cape Town is a 
great choice), or time on the beach or in the Winelands. 

 
Of course, there are still a few important factors to consider. Foremost in everyone’s mind will 
be safety, but there’s no need to worry – all the top safari operators we work with have 
impeccable records when it comes to keeping their guests safe from harm. 
 
If you’re travelling with young children – or if you’re planning on becoming parents – we’d 
definitely advise you to choose malaria-free areas. Most of South Africa falls into this category, 
so you can have superb wildlife experiences without worrying about things that go whine in 
the night. Many modern parents lament that their kids are always glued to their tablets or 
smartphones. While some lodges have internet connectivity, many still don’t. That means that 
you’ll have the perfect opportunity to “disconnect to reconnect” and spend quality time with 
your teenagers. 
 

 
Even in lodges where Wi-Fi is available, guides report that just a few moments into their first 
game drive, most kids have forgotten all about social media and are too busy following 
animals to worry about how many followers they have. 
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The trick to getting a family safari right is having a balance between time with your children, 
and grown-up time without them. Our extensive knowledge of bush accommodation options 
means that we can recommend camps and lodges with specially-designed family tents / 
suites / villas. These typically feature separate but interconnecting bedrooms for the perfect 
balance between privacy and reassurance. 
 

 
Flexible approaches to families mean that extra cots or camp beds in your tent are also easily 
arranged. For the ultimate family safari experience, a private safari villa with your own guide 
and vehicle lets you design your own itinerary – perfect for little people who battle to stay up 
late or get up early. It also lets your family be themselves, whether that means playing hide 
and seek or animated games of 30 Seconds. 
 
It sounds like a cliché, but Africans really do love children. Your youngsters are likely to be 
“adopted” by the staff at every Camp you go to, which means you could find them baking 
cookies with the chefs, learning to play bao in the lounge, or rattling off greetings in Kiswahili 
or isiZulu. Childminding and kids’ club offerings let you enjoy romantic meals together, or 
activities (such as walks or diving) that may not be suitable for younger kids. 

 
Speaking of meals, if your kids are fussy eaters, fear not. Safari chefs are just as good at pasta 
and ketchup as they are at gourmet bush cuisine, and earlier dinners are easily arranged. 
 
If you’re travelling with kids under 12, we’d recommend booking a private game drive vehicle 
(many camps actually insist on this). This removes the risk of disturbing other guests and 
allows you to relax while still enjoying shorter or later drives to suit the younger apprentice 
guides on board. 
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As well as letting the kids join in on safari, camps and lodges are developing children’s activity 
programmes. These are just as wonderful as their names suggest: who could resist becoming 
a “Bush Buddy” or a “Warrior for a Week”? 

 
There’s often a traditional skills slant to these programmes – imagine the stories they’ll be able 
to tell when they’ve learned how to bake a clay pot, fire a bow and arrow, or track a porcupine. 
They’ll also learn more transferrable skills, such as making muffins and pizza. 
 
A family safari is the ultimate “experiences over stuff” holiday – your kids might return home 
without souvenirs, but they’ll have made priceless memories. And don’t forget that multi-
generational trips are the ideal way to keep grandparents feeling young at heart. 

 
If you’re looking for the perfect African safari holiday for your tribe, talk to Journey Beyond 
about experiencing the best of multigenerational travel in Africa. We’re also experts in 
designing travel itineraries that combine time in the bush with African city, coast and island 
experiences. 
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